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PaRT I PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SHLSON, Warm, gentle rain which fell in the drought areas of the Riverina 
and south western part of the State in the third week, wos followed in 
the fourth week in June by further substantial gentle falls, transforming the 
outlook in that region. Throughout the Riverine these falls averaped upwards 
of 25 inches. Pastures are recovering, ond given normal rainfall over the next 
few months, seasonal conditions will be fully restored, Elsewhere in the State 
roinfall in June was adequate to enhance the alresdy favourable outloook. 


: Shcep are in demand for re-stocking and prices heave risen. Hish prices 
for rabbit skins are fostering much needed trapping to cheek ravages of this peste 


WOOL. Under the new Pastoral Award shearing rates have been roised 38.94. to 

45S». per 100 and wages of shed hands, wool pressers and cooks have been 
inercased, the first mentioned by 10s. to £6 a week (found), Striking shearers 
have agreed to accept the award and to resume work as from July 2, 1945. 


Appraisements in Sydney for the 1944-45 season ended on June 29, 1945. 
-pproximately 938,600 bales of wool were appraised, compared with 1,110,151 boles 
in 1945-44 and the record turnover of 1,395,701 bales in 193%40,. The dearease 
arises portly owing to the opening of additional appraisement ecntres, and in 
large measure as the result of the very severe drought just ended. 


WHEAT. Crops ore progressing well in the northern and central sections of the 
wheat belt and with the advent of pcod rains, wheet sown on mainly dry seed 
beds should germinate and given following rains, should develop satisfactorily. 


The Goverrment will guarantee a price of 48.3d. a bushel (bagged) as a 
first advance for wheat of the 1946-47 cron. 


For non-quota whet in No. 7 (1943-44) Pool a third advance (involving 
£500,000) of 7d. per bushel, making 3s.8td. (bogecd) at sidings, in all to date has 
been approved, 


On non-quota wheat in No. 8 (194445) Pool a second advance, totalling 
£250,000 of 9d, a bus. is to be made, bringing the return to date to 3s.9d. a bus. 
bagged at sidings. 


DiTRYING INDUSTRY. Butter production in N.S.'/. remains below the usual 

scasonally low level, but in .ipril was 600,000 lb. greater 
this than last seeson, though only 58 per cent. of the average for that month in 
193840, 


Over the ten months ended April, 1945 the output of butter form factorics 
was 17.4 m. lb. less than in July—dpr., 1943-44 and 35,7 mlb. below the 1937-58 to 
1939-40 average, 


More cheese, also was made in April of this than last year but over the 
ten months ended April the quantity declined from 5.3 m.1b.s in 1943-44 to 4.0 me 
lbs, this season. Flood damage in June may cause a temporary set back in the far 
North Coast, but generally the new season will open under mainly auspicious 
conditions. 


AURTER PRODUCED ~ NeS. ile F/OTORTHS. 


aa Sa = 
Period | iverage | 1940/41 | 1941/42 (1942/43 | 1943/44 | 1944/45 
Ee ee i ae 
Ibs. (me) | bs (ms) | Tbs. (ms) | Ibs.(m.) | Ibs.(m) | Tbs. (m.) 
| 
July-Dec. 54.42 44,1 Gea \ Bones 
January 12.3 14,5 6.7 860 
February 11.8 12,8 8.3 68 
March aisle eee TOie B65 
fpril 10,0 Sev 8.6 08 
Tot.1,10 menths 99.7 91.7 | 72.9 | 64-40 
Balanee of year 1402 _ 28.0 | 4262 | 8. eis ).2, 
__Year 2 a 2) eee 


wD = 


In every State except Tasmania less butter was made in July-“pril, 1944-45 
than in those months of the preceding season, ond cheese production declined in 
each major producing State except Victoria, Over the ten months the decreases in 
the Commonwealth were for butter 33 mlb, and for cheese 3 melb., or of approximately 
10hper cent. and 4 per cent., respectively, 


BUITER AND CHEESE PRODUCED - AUSTRALIAN FACTORIES, 


"000,000 Lbs, 


Oe RR eR tt et re ee nara pnertienee a ee rete eer cee 


Buttor, Cheese, 
Period oa ak a A aon LEP oy SCN bees See aS ee ee 
I IES ls 
ipril 20.35 17,44 19,6 594 
July-fpril Frere 511.7 278,47 7404 
GuNGRSL. Barley. The guaranteed advances for barley of the 1945-46 crop for 


barley groin are 4s, for two row malting and 3s,éd, for six row malting 
barley, at growers! sidings, 


3gese With a seasonal inorease in production civilian deliveries of eggs 
have been increased from 50% to 75% of base quota, The priority scheme, assuring 
supplies to vulnerable groups is to end on dist July, 1945, Late in June the 
Minister for Commeree and Agriculture stated that so far this season for eggs 
acquired by the Commonwealth £6.48 m, had been paid, which ewas £1,4 m. in exccss 
of the previous record of 1943=44, 


Tallow. § Export values of tallow have risen recently (to £9,15s, a. ton) 
and an equalisation pool has been formed to assure to all producers an equitable 
share in the inereased priod. 


Lead and Zino, Throughout the war the British Goverrment purchased lead 
and zine and concentrates from Australian producers at an adjustable contract 
price, varying according to production costs. The arrangement is to cease as from 
9th August, 1945, 


JON Thesass 
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PART IT FINANCE AND TRADE, 


GaNER Le Flood Relicf, The N.S.W, Goverment ‘provided £35,000 for the 


: relicf of serious distress caused by the recent floods on the North 
Coast. 


Unemployment and Sickness Benefit. The Commonwealth Unenploynent and 
Sickness Benefits J/ict come into operation as from 1st July, 1945. Benefits, which 
apply to persons whose earnings have been interrupted through unemployment and 
temporary incapacity caused by sickness or accident, are at the rates of fron 15s. to 


20s, & week for juveniles and 25s. 2 week for adults, plus 20s, for a wife and 5s. 
a week for one child, 


NeSe le GOVERNMENT During May, 1945 the excess of revenue over expenditure 
ACCOUNTS. in the combined asecunts inoreased by £850,000 compared with 


& corresponding increase of £1,113,000 in May, 1944, 


Revenue and expenditure figures ore affected by special transactions vide 
note to the appended table, but the net results in 1943-44 and 1944-45 are 
comparable. Over the cleven months ended May the oxcess cf revenue over 
expenditure (£1.42 mn.) wos £320,000 grester this year than in 1943-44, Of the 
inprevenent, £260,000 acerued in the Consolidated Revenue Fund. In respect of 
business undertakings regressions of £160,000 in the Railways and £156,000 in the 
Road Transport and Traffic Funds were offset by impreverents in result in Moin 
Reads cf £292,000, Sydney Harbour of £75,000 and in Tramway end Omnibus Accounts, 


of £6000, 
MW SOULE WALES GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. 

Revenue + (£ mill), . Expenditure + (£ mill.) | 

July | eee ae da eed eas aie oh ae aa 
Moy. | consolié- Bus. [Main |Consolids Bus, Main | Excess 
ated Undsges. |Roads jTotal.| ated Undtkgs.| Roads | fetal { ef 
eee eerie | fg | | Revenue ee | [Revenve 

1943=44. 27.26 59.56 2055} 68.95 54473 50.68 | 2044} 67.85 | 1210 
194445 31.56 56.81} 2.56] 70.93! 38.77; 28.36 2038} 69,51; 1442 


| 
pe | (2) 4980 | (=) 2485] (+)0,25) ()t.801(4) 4404 (-) 2452 (-) 0,06 /(3) 4066 | (4) 0452 


osha ee 


+ Including in 1944-45 the receipt of £3.25 m. and the payment cf £3.84 mn, for 
retirement of Treasury bills (Vide B,S,1945/2.\,p.4) and receipt of £639,000 for 
transfer of Garden Is. to the Ctwealth. 


¢ Railways, Trenways and Buses, Road Transpert and Traffic Fund, end Sydney 
Harbour. 


RET/IL TRADE. With three more trading days the value of sales in a group of large 
stores in Sydney was 3 per cent. greater in ‘pril, 1945 than in 

april, 1944, In the three months ended April sales were much the same in value 

in 1944 and 1945 as in 1942. Allowing very roughly for changes in the level of 

prices the turnover of these stores appears to be something like 15 per cent, 

below that of 1939, 


4 marked increase in stocks has been shown latterly; total stocks 
averaged 14,4 per cent. higher in value in Feb.-.\pril, 1945 than in the same 
months of 1944, Notable increases in April, 1945 compared with April, 1944 were 
in manchester, drapery and clothing (24.8%) - since reflected in lower coupcn 
rating for certain clothing - in fancy goods (20.4%) and in books, stationery, cte. 
Notwithstanding an increase in sales of 29.2 per cent., stocks of furniture and 
hardware (including building materials) were 3.5 per cent. greater than in 4pril, 
1944, 


Bi a & aaa 
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RETATL TRADE - EXPERTENCE OF LARGE SYDN@Y STORES, 


Percentage Increase (+) or Decrease (- is from corresponding period previous year. 


__ Value of Sales. _ ___Value of Stock, 


__| Mar. ty fpr. Feb.~-\pre LpYe 


Feben.ipr'e 
494142 | (+) 5.5 |(+) 3.4 a cee +)18.3 +) 8.7 +)12.8 
1942=43 | koe TOO = if ee = 14.1 Ls ale™(0, oa ear = Zed ar 0.9 
4943-44 | (=)410.0 |(+) 1.6 ee ~) 8.8 | (+) 0.5 | (+) 543 -) 3.8 
1944-45 | (+)20.1 |(+) 67 | (~) 6.6 66 | (+) 340 | (+) 005 | (+)18.5 | (+) 1404 


Decreases in April, 1945 compared with April, 1944 in sales of wearing 
apparel were contrary to the experience of other recent months, except in respect of 
boots and shces, The increases shown in the following table for household piece 
goods ond for furniture and hardware (including building materials) may be related 
to increased activity in house building. 


RETATL TRADE - SLES BY LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Percentage movenent from same month in preceding year. 


ae oes 


Wearing Apparel 


BP are oy ia ' Household | Furniture 
Month of | Dress Piece | Women's /|Men's & Boys! | Boots and | Picce and 
__ April. | Goods. Wear. Weare Shoes Goods. H axrdvrare ° 
1942 +) B21 +) 3403 +) 31.3 +) 46.8 +) 2457 +} 1.0 
123 | (+) 26,0 -)16.8 =) 1602 ~) 1700 | (+) 1.6 ‘= 2461 
1944 So ae -) 5.0 +) 25 ae 2504 ~) 19.8 
085 tH) 1406 | tH) 02 |) ae | CH) 905 Ce) Deh] (4) 2002 


/PLRT Tidteaces % 
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PART TIT INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, ETC. 


GENGR AD. Manpower, § Amending earlier decisions the Commonwealth 
Goverment has now annowneed that 64,000 men (additional to normal 
wastage of about 20,000 in the period) are to be released from the fighting 
services in the next six months, with at least 10,000 in July—/ugust, and an 
additional 12,000 in cach month, September to Decomber. Release of 10,000 on 
occupational grounds irrespective of period of service has been directed, 
The remaining 54,000 will comprise long service men, ex=prisoners of wor ond 
surplus circrew and trainees. The monthly intake of the services is tc be 
ie i of mén from 2,800 to 2,000 a month and of women fran 700 to 550 a 
month. 


Technical Training. Var Cabinet has opproved of the expenditure 
of up to £1,531, 0 (including £511,500 in N.S.i/.) upon bulldings, ctc. to 
provide for technical training of cx-service personnel. 


Control Relaxed. Prohibition upon the use without permission of 
copper has been removed in respect of use fer certain essential civilian 
purposes, 


EMPLOYMENT IN Total emplcyment remained fairly steady in Feb., 
NGW SOUTH WALES, March and April, 1945, In the latter month there was a 
decrense cf 1,000 (mainky females) in private poyrolls - 


probably seasonal - and a goin of 400 (males + 600, females - 200) in 
Goverment employment, 


Between April 1944 and 1945 total employment increased by 6, 900, 
as aresult cf 7,500 males added and a loss of 600 females, The increase in 
males accrued as tc 4,800 in private payrolls and es to 2,700 in Goverment 
employment, Private employers added 5,100 wonen and 3,700 wonen left 
Goverment employment. In all, private employees inorcased by 7,900 and 
1,000 persons went cff Goverment payrolls during the twelve months, 


LSTIMATED SALARY AND WAGE EARNERS EMPLOYED IN N.S. '/. 


(Excludes Rural Workers and Houshold oe but includes Civil Construction 
Corps e 


TOTAL 


ereeeeeeyten tend: ee omen oe 


End cf ae ee 
Month Private | Total 


900 | '000 =| 000 ~=|'000 '000 | 
448.6 | 168.0 542.0 
203.9 | 227.3 614.0 | 783.8 


20841 | 247.9 576.7 | 773.1 
207.0 | 254.0 57768 177742 


1959-July | 136.5 | 383.4 | 529.9 | 19.4 
1941-Dec, | 146.4 | 410.1 | 556.5 | 23.4 
1945-fpri.| 156.6 | 568.6 | 525.2 | 59.8 


1944-Mar, | 152,41 370.8 | 525.2 
Apr. | 151.6 | 369.8 | 521.4 | 46.8, 205.4 | 251-9 574.9 | 773.3 
1945-Mor, | 153.7 | 374.5 | 528.2 | 45.5 | 209.3 | 252.6 | 197.0 | 583.8 | 780.8 
fpr, 154.5 374.6 | 528.9 | 4351! 208.2 | 251.31 197.4 | 582.8 | 78062 


(a) Cemienweslth, State, Loerl, and Allied, 


The few significant changes in industrial groups in April, 1945 
conformed to carlier trends, A further 1,000 women left factcries ond 
another 1,700 men were added in transport and communication. 


In the twelve mecnthbs ended April factory enployment decreased by 
10,300 (including 6,000 women); the building industry gzined 1,500 nen; 
5,100 (mainly men) were edded in transport and ecrmunication; retail trede 
gained 1,200 males and 1,800 females, and in professicnal ond personal 
services there was an increase of 5,600 cf which two in overy three were 
fenales. 


wt Bo 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IN MAIN INDUSTRIJL GROUPS IN Nai SOUTH WIS. 


ee 


i | 


Mining [Building & | Transport Other Profession 
& Construc~ & Retail Commeyee | al & Person 

Quarrying! tion (a) ; Communication ond al Services 

2 SS eae ae ade! Finance | b) 
Se ie |e | | wm [ow | | uw | 
*000} #000 | "000 }'000/ +000 1600} * 000 *009)¥000 feo ood ¥600" | 700 

O-Tuly | 158.3 | 59.3 Not aval lablo. | 

| 4.1.2|44,5 | 42.6119.2 | 52.3 | 58,2 


i 

| 

| 
33,91 2101 | 442 | 641.7 

| 

| 


Mi-Dec. | 215.2 | 81.8] 25.8] .2 | 49.0 | .7 (84.8 
ia3— spre Pao al 93.8 2509 eZ Odiet: | Pu} \80.3 29.2/59.5 
W4-Nar, | 219.6 | 94,8 2467 o2 | 28.1 | .7 [81.9 113.6 | 28.3/37.4 | 34.5/20.4 | 44.9 | 65.5 
Apr. | 218.1 seal 2445) 62 | 27.5 | °7 |82.5 |13.6 | 28,4/37.0 |} 34,3/20.3 | 45.0 | 65.0 
Wodior, | 214.5 | 89.2] 24.0! .2 | 29.0 | .7 |e5.9 | | 2 
| | 24.0] . gO ta? 18Be i14.4 | 29.6/38.7 | 36.0/20.7 | 47.0 | 68.5 
Apr. | 213.8 | 88.2 | 24,0) 22 | 29.0 | 7 (86.9 | 4404 | 29.6'38,8 pee 20.4|46.9 | 68,5 


te) Including AVC projects 
b) Incluwling Bducnticn, Health, Hotels, Restaurants and Professional ond 
= a ° : ° ° 
Personal Services (except private donestics). 


BUILDING INDUSTRY. 


PRIVATE BULLDING 
PERMITS granted in Sydney end Suburbs in May, 1945 were velied at £235, 000, 


compared with a monthly averare for these of £33,000 in 194, 


HOUS35 . Private permits gronted in the metrepelis covered 179 new houses 

in May, 1945, making 582 for Jan May, 1945. The trend is strongly 
upward, with private house building activity in May approximately one -third 
of that rceorded in 1939-40. (In 1939=40, however, approximately 3,400 dwellings 
in flats were previded also). 


New houses arranged for on Gevorment accoumt in N.S.W. in May, 1946 
nunbered 99 (of which 88 were in the metropelis). For the five months ended 
May the totals were 46 (41) in 1944 and 352 (216) in 1945, 


NUMBER OF NEY HOUSES COVERED BY PRIV/TE BULLDING PERMITS AND CONTRACTED FOR OR 
AUTHORISED ON GOVERNMENT .CCOUNT. 


er Re RR A RE RR ee A A RY A 


GOVORNMENT (N.S. ) Total of 


i at eee Rcortic aren eee _ Fore going. _ 
Yeer i iveper an, | |Jon.— 
i | Month. | iler.| Apr. | Maye| } _ Month| Mar. mip as 


| PRIVEE (Metrop-lis) 


1 


cape mar bnad 


{ - 
Moy, | dan-lMay 


1939-40 | 480 421 | 648 [597 2,473 | ten | weet Bt 2B P8691 Bar 
1942—45 7 2) 8 | 7\ Ol & 44} 40) 15 /189 22 219 
1943-44 | 12 18}; 13) 23| 76 45 4 44) ooo] 46 | 25 | 122 
1944-45 | 69 | 106 144/179! 581, 72 | 109; G1) 99 [552 (278 | 955 


The target for Goverment house building has been far from fulfilicd, 
Manpower allcentions have been revised to accord the building industry 2 higher 
pricrity and a large part (21,000 has been suggested) of the 50,000 services 
releases directed for July-Dec., 1945 is to be applied to building and associated 
activities, 


L new target of 24,000 houses hos been set for Australia for the year 
1945-46, In 1944-45 to mid-May, 1,034 houses had been completed and 1,990 
under construction (vith 400 nearly completed) by Goverrment agencies, In 
1944.45 the Directorate of War Organisation of Industry had granted approximately 
6,850 permits for houses and about 4,000 houses under .0.I, permit had been 
or would be completed. 


a ae 


GOVERNMENT Works arranged for on Goverment account in N.S,ile in May, 
BUILDING. 1945 were of a value of £593,000 including £476,000 in the 


, metropolis, This record figure included over £125,000 for 
housing which with extensive works for the Royal Nevy, accounted for a large 
proportion of the total. These also were material factors in the inerease in 
Goverrment projects from £1.04 m. in Jan.-May, 1944 to £1.83 m, in Jane alicy , 


1945, 


TOT/L BUILDING. The value of all Govermment building in N,S.iW. and of 


private building permits in the 


£328, 000, compared with £328,000 in May, 1944, 
for the five months ended May was £2.78 m. this year compared with £1.53 m, last 
JOars The monthly averages in Col. 6 below suggest 2 current level for all 
building activity rether more than 40 per cent. of the pre-war level, 


V.LUE OF PUBLIC ‘ND PRIVATE BUILDING 


Metropolis. 
Period Se 


Private Goverment Total 


Sa ee 


metropolis in May, 1945 was 


The corresponding aggregate 


Monthly average value in £ thousands, 


1940 977 74 | 1,054 
1944 134 | 72 | 206 
Jonveay, 1944} i118 | 142 | 280 
JanMay, 1945) 190 | 246 | 436 
May, 1944} 157 | 62 | 239 

Moy, 1945| 235 |; 476 | "a4 


TRINSPORT, 


STATE RAILWAYS. Slightly fewer passengers 


| 
| 


IN N,SeWe 
Goverment, | total 
oo ae Cols.t 
| Country |Total, N.S.W, | and 5, 
pallet hee ets . 
| 
223 | 297 | 1,274 
o1 163 297 
66 208 | 326 
119 365 | 550 
39 cre! ib 328 
117 593 i B98 


and less gocds and livestock were 
carried by the railways in May, 1945 than in May, 1944. 


Operations in 1944-45 have been affected by widespread drougiit, 2 
tapering of f of transportation of war goods and the shortage of coal. Comparing 
the eleven months ended May of this and last year, pessenger jourueys inoveased 
by 1.5 per cent. and goods and livestock tonnage decreased by 3,8 per ecnt. 

Gross earnings were £2.63 m, less, and as working expenses (before meeting 
interest, etc,) decreased only £1.87 m., the surplus on working ot £6.8 m 


was £0.76 m. less for the period, It was, however, £1,97 m. grcater than in 


July-May, 1938-39. 


N.S.W, GOVERNMENT RATLIVYS. 


rn mere: 


| Month of May. 
| 


nr ec EP So rr er 


July to Mey, 


‘ 


assenger | Goods and 


Livestock 


tons (000) | 


15,986 
17,075 
17, 985 
17,789 
17,117 


| 
| 
| 


Year Passenger | Goods and |Gross 

Livestock |Harnings | Journeys 

millions 

1938-39 | 171.9 

1941-42 | 199.4 

1942—43 | j; 216.9 

1943~44 | 229,5 
1944—45 | | 252.5 

se ara Sd eee een A ee ee ee ee ee 


on railway Loon debt. 


| 


Gross | Net 

Rarni ngs | Barnings y 
goco | 000 
17, 562 | 4y B52 
25,233 6, 949 
Bi, 255 | 8,420 
Si, 088 | 7, 585 
29,067 | 6,798 


g Gross earnings less working expenses; available to pay interest, ctes, 


Electrification of the Sydney-Newcastle line is to bt a first priority 
post-war work, Post war plans include also construction of an Eastern Suburbs 
railway and eledtrification of part of the Illawarra and Blue Mountains Uincs, 


~~ 8 « 


LE TRAMS More passengers were carried, but working i.cxpenses 
iND ‘BUSES. Lnereased a little mcre than did gross earnings in May, 


1945 compared with May, 1944. 


In the eleven months ended May, 1945 passenger journeys (499.3 million) 
nunbered 26,6 m, more, but because the inerease in gross earnings of £68,000 
fell short of that in working expenses (exclusive of depreciation) of £82,000, 
net carnings (£526,000) were £14,000 less than in July-May, 1943-44, 


N.boW, GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND _' BUSES - SYDNEY AND NEWOLSTLE, 


Pee OI a. 
Passenger | Gross Working 
Journeys | Earnings | Jixpenses 

a. 


Bee. Bon eae eee eee 
Working | Net 
lxpenses | Sarnings . 


(te a ae 


Passenper | Gross 
Journeys | Garnings 


nn fe 


creme 


millions | £000 £000 millions | £000 £000 £000 
1939-40 S145 370 304 347.9 4,110 By 434 676 
194142 Aoi =| aT? 408 442.3 4, 996 4,185 Bit 
1ea2—45 | 42.6 | 475 44.3 461.7 5, 135 1404 | 734 
1945—14 ' 43,6 | 486 44-4, 472.7 | 5,245 | 4,705 | 540 

1945 | 4549 | 490 | 45 | 4005 | 5,515 a 787 | 26 


+ Exoluding depreetation. 
b Gross earnings less working expenses; available to pay interest, 
depreciation cte. on loan debt. 


MOTOR VSHICLUS. In May, 1945, o8 in recent months, relatively few new 
motor vehioles were registered, and of these the majority were 
comercial vehicles, 


The number of all mrs registered decreased by 46, 600 between /ugust, 
1939 and July, 1942 and then began increasing again, but in May, 1945 the number 
was still 31,200 below the wartime peak, Lorries and vans, however decreased 
by 6,700 up to July, 1942 and in May, 1945 were 4,900 more numerous than at the 
outbreak of the war, 


MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN N.SeWe 


ca ia enantio i eid 


AML registered motor vehicles. 


cee eer ee 


| 
New Registrations. | aaa 
Number at end of - Inerease in 


Type of 

vehicle. foe en a art eee eae ae Tee 
May, j4April, | May, |) Aug. uly, 1942 | May, {| Jan,-May,jJan.-May, 
194 |1945, | 1945.|) 1930 | (fn) 1945. | 1944. | 1945, 

= _ 1 2 ae EI ares ORs neces ees Seo 

Average Weekly No, 000 000 000 | 

Cars | 4 5 7 || Qt6.6 | 170,0 185.4 | 2,755 ' 4,017 

Lorries and Vans | 84 42, 38 || 7766) 709 82.5 2,460 | 2,033 

All vehicles | 38 | 45 || 329.2] 267.4 | 297.6 6,185 | 4,074 


(2) Pre-war peak, (b) Lowest war-time number of oars. 


The Commomvenith Goverment has under consideration proposals from six 
companics to manufacture motor vehicles in “ustralia, The latest proposal 
is by Standerd Motor Coy. Ltd., Coventry in conjunction with Richards Indus trics 
Ltd., Adelaide, 


Press references indicate the likelihood of an inerease (perhaps 20%) in 
the petrol ration te offset loss of mileoge arising from use ef the lower grade 
of petrol now being distributed. The possibility of an incressed raticn for 
retail delivery services is also under revicw. 


_GAS AND BLECTRICITY, In each month of this year the consumption of gas 


and electricity in Sydney and suburbs has been 
appreciably greater than in the corresponding month of last year, Up till 


March the absence of daylight saving (operated in 1943-44) may have been a 


contributing factor, and the gradual move toward normal lighting may affect 
comparisons for April and May. 


Major gas and electricity undertakings ore operating on hand~to-momth 
supplies of coal and the rationing of electricity was narrowly averted during 
June. Until coal stocks are built up the supply of light and power will remain 
precarious, 


INDEX OF CONSUMPTION OF GAS AND SLECTRICITY - SYDNEY. 
ca aa i ee yee eae 
° AVE TO, 2 

Somes | agoerds, | 1902 | toe] tows | tome | tous, 
Year 100 134 154. 107 170 ~ 

Mareh 4100 130 1446 | 164 165 174 

April 100 125 147 | 164 462 4172 

May 100 128 a | 2S ee ae 


As a post-war project the establishment of a large power station at 
Wangi Wangi, Lake Macquarie is under consideration, 


